Three Mission Statements For Christians
Ephesians 3.14-21
Introduction

· The business world recognizes the importance of having a mission statement.
· American Standard Company: Be the best in the eyes of our customers, employees and shareholders.
· CSX Corporation: To be the safest, most progressive North American railroad, relentless in the pursuit of customer and employee excellence.

· A mission statement is simply a short summary that is designed to unite a group of people with a common cause.

· Tonight, I thought I would look at three mission statements for us to live by.
Forgetting the Past and Reaching Forward (Philippians 3.12-16)
· Paul had a goal to which he strived.  There was something which he has “not already attained.”  There has been no end of possible suggestions for this.

· In context, those things that Paul desired could only be fully realized at the consummation of everything in this world.

·  He uses an athletic metaphor of a runner.

· This runner has every part of himself striving toward one goal.

· The past should not deter him and should be forgotten.

· The goal clearly lies ahead.

· Whatever has happened (good or bad) should have no bearing on my future aim in life.
Complete, but not Complete (2 Timothy 4.6-8)
· Paul illustrates to Timothy the certainty (not necessarily immediacy) of his death.
· He describes his life as fighting the good fight.  Despite the fact that it was good (for the cause of God), it was still a struggle.

· Is Paul uncharacteristically drawing attention to himself?  Consider the following:

· (1) Paul’s life was grounded in the “good fight,” “race,” and “faith.”

· (2) He never brags about winning, but rather about the struggle.

· (3) Paul is attempting to encourage Timothy.

· Yet, there was still something in store for Paul.  This goes for others as well.
Confident, yet humble (2 Timothy 1.12-14; 1 Corinthians 15.10)
· Paul did not question the ability (or certainty) of God’s salvation.

· Because of his confidence he was more than willing to suffer in the present time (2 Timothy 1.12).

· Could the realization of salvation and an inheritance from God cause pride?  Arrogance?

· “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly that they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me” (1 Corinthians 15.10).  This is far from a show of false humility.
· Paul never lost sight of God’s grace.  Without it Paul was nothing.
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